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Seven periods of Roman occupation were recorded. In Periods I and II (both pre-Neronian), 
two distinct structures were evidenced by slots and postholes. One of these did not align 
with the N-S gravelled Roman street found in the E of the site, and both structures are 
thought to predate its setting-out. In Period III (Flavian) at least two buildings, one of which 
included concrete floors and a tessellated pavement, fronted onto the street, and were 
bounded by an open area to the S and W. In Period IV (Trajanic), these were replaced by a 
structure interpreted as a lean-to against a larger structure off site to the W, and the area 
adjacent to the street on the E now became external. The suggested lean-to was replaced in 
Period V (c 120–5) by another light structure which was destroyed in the Hadrianic fire. In 
Period VI (c 125–30), slots of a massive building cut into the fire debris may represent 
temporary reuse of the area, before extensive rebuilding in Period VII (mid 2nd c). The back 
of a timber building including a tessellated floor (Fig*MLK) lay in the W of the site, and was 
bounded on the E by a gravelled yard. A well was sunk to the N of the building. The building 
was dismantled by the end of the Antonine period, and the site was covered with dark earth 
(Period X). The street probably remained in use beyond the 2nd c, although its later surfaces 
were less well laid.  
 
In Period VIII (10th c) a sunken-floored structure was cut through the W side of the Roman 
street, with an entrance porch actually on the street itself, suggesting that the latter 
survived in some form, if only as a rough track. The structure became filled with rubbish, but 
was later cleared out and reoccupied before its final disuse. In Period IX (?10th c) a second 
sunken-floored structure cut a corner of the first and lay on top of the Roman street. Both 
sunken-floored structures were truncated, but they presumably lay in or above the dark 
earth horizon. Above the dark earth were traces of a light timber structure (Period XI, 10th 
c), along the Milk Street frontage, and a large number of medieval pits (Period XII, late 9th-
12th c), some with plank or wattle linings. In Period XIII (12th-15th c) stone buildings were 
constructed along the Milk Street frontage. A substantial early medieval stone building 
(Fig*MLK), medieval cesspits and wells, and the foot of a stair of a medieval undercroft in 
the N of the site were recorded. A late 17th c house on Russia Court was recorded by the 
GLC Historic Buildings Division before demolition. 
 
London Archaeol, 3, 140; Post-Medieval Archaeol, 9, 1975, 246 [the post-Fire building, 
recording by A F Kelsall & R W Weston] 
 
Armitage, P, 1983 Report on the animal hair fibres from medieval textiles, Archive Report  



 
Bayley, J, 1985 Some crucibles from Milk Street, Archive Report  
 
Betts, I, 1985a MLK76 (Milk Street residual Roman) Important Roman tile, Archive Report  
 
Betts, I, 1985b Medieval building material - MLK76, Archive Report  
 
Clark, J, nd, MLK76 - An early carpenter’s axe, Archive Report  
 
Clark, J, 1978 MLK76 - Bone comb identification <41>, Archive Report  
 
Crowfoot, E, Pritchard, F, & Staniland, K, 1992 Textiles and clothing, Medieval finds from 
excavations in London 4 
 
Davies, B, 1993 Inter-site studies, in Milne, G, & Wardle, A, Early Roman development at 
Leadenhall Court, London and related research, Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc, 44, 
135–50 
 
Davis, A, 1992 Plant remains from a medieval garderobe at Milk Street, Archive Report 
  
Davis, A, Jones, G, & Straker, V, 1984a Early medieval plant use and ecology in the City of 
London, Archive Report  
 
Davis, A, Jones, G, & Straker V, 1984b Saxon plant use and botanical evidence for plant 
function, Archive Report  
 
Davis, A, & Straker, V, 1982 Milk Street - plant remains from early medieval pits, Archive 
Report  
 
Egan, G, & Pritchard, F, 1991 Dress accessories c 1150 - c 1450, Medieval finds from 
excavations in London 3 [medieval dress accessories]  
 
Egan, G, in preparation The medieval household, Medieval finds from excavations in London 
6 
 
Grew, F, & de Neergaard, M, 1988 Shoes and pattens, Medieval finds from excavations in 
London 2 
 
Groves, C, & Hillam, J, 1985 Tree ring analysis of oak timbers from Milk Street London, 
Archive Report  
 
Groves, J, nd, The Milk Street pits (MLK76), Archive Report  
 
Hillam, J, 1980 Milk Street - interim dendrochronology report, Archive Report  
 



Horsman, V, Milne, C, & Milne, G, 1988 Aspects of Saxo-Norman London I: Building and 
street development, London Middlesex Archaeol Soc Spec Pap 11 [Saxon buildings and 
streets]  
 
Locker, A, 1985 The fish bones, Archive Report (AML Rep 4460) 
 
Orton, C, 1983 Statistical analysis of seed samples from the Milk Street pit project, Archive 
Report  
 
Perring, D, & Roskams, S, with Allen, P, 1991 The early development of Roman London west 
of the Walbrook, The archaeology of Roman London 2, CBA Res Rep 70 [Roman strata] 
 
Roskams, S, 1978 The Milk Street excavation - 1 [Roman], London Archaeol, 3, 199–205  
  
Roskams, S, Schofield, J, & Allen, P, 1986 Excavations at Milk Street EC2 (MLK76), Archive 
Report 
 
Schofield, J, 1995 Medieval London houses, 203–5 
 
Schofield, J, Allen, P, & Taylor, C, 1990 Medieval buildings and property development in the 
area of Cheapside, Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc, 41, 39–237 [Saxon and medieval 
strata, documentary report] 
 
Schofield, J, & Roskams, S, 1978 Milk Street excavations - 2 [post-Roman], London Archaeol, 
3, 227–34  
 
Smith, D, nd, A mosaic from Milk Street, Archive Report  
 
Spencer, B, nd, Leaden bulla of Pope Urban VI 1378–89 [context 1003 <111>], Archive 
Report  
 
Straker, V, & Davis, A, 1982 Interim report on the analysis of environmental samples 
(ASS/02/82), Archive Report  
 
Taylor, C, 1985 Milk Street documentary survey, Archive Report  
 
Vince, A (ed), 1991 Aspects of Saxo-Norman London II: Finds and environmental evidence, 
London Middlesex Archaeol Soc Spec Pap 12 [Saxon smallfinds]  
 
Vince, A & Hurman, B, 1982 The Saxon pottery, Archive Report  
 
West, B, nd, Milk Street - animal bone, Archive Report 


