Roman Drains, and a possible Saxon
Building, in Cannon Street

The Exravation

THE SITE lies between Cannon Streer and Great St
Thomas Apostle Streat, abour 240 metres north of
the preseni waterfront and 140 metres north of the
gpproximate line of the Foman riverside! A trial
trench supervised by Charles Hill suggested [The
archaenlogical value of the site, especially in view of
its proximity to Grime's linancial Times Saxon huts
250 metres to the west,? and four areas werz stripped
under the supervision of the writer. Only three weeks
were availeble for cxcavation and agccordingly a
policy of prieritdes had (o be determined.

Mo surfaces or other levals were locatsd in the
trizl trenck; only cu: leatores, which were not clearly
defined antil a depth of about 057 beiow tne basc-
ment feor. The trickenrth. where exposed, was
deeper brown and softer in textrz in the top 0.3m,
and con'ained  sceasional charcoal Tecks. Whils:
this brickearth, probably not natural, might contain
features, exparience on the GPO site on Newgate
Street had shown that soch features were difficul:
to locate and slow in cxcavation, and it was decided
not to attempt them. Thus 0.5m was removed by
machine and hand in Trepches A, B and T, and
1, becouse of decp [oundations, in Trench C.

Of the surviving features priority was given to
the structural remains. 2. six possible drains and
post-holes. Pits were only excavated initially where
they intruded into stroctural featares and later when
labour was availablz. Trench D was thus abandoned
at an early stage as il revealed only pits upon clean-
ing, and iu Trench A, Pir 14 was left unexeavated.

The Department of Urban Archaeology team was
complemented by the COLAS Ficldwork Group,
to whom the author is particularly grateful for the
bulk of the excavatior work. The three irenches
were excavated in twenty-three days. dospite con-
tingal rain, and three evenimg shifts were worked
under arc lamps, Thanks are also due to Ken Dash
whi waiched the site during i1s subsequent develop-
meni.

Structural features )
Featvres 1-6 were probably drains, some of which

were timber-lined, though some of them may hawve

bean for water supply ruther than disposal. Runnmg

1. B, Merrheld. The Roman iy of Losdon (1565, sex
loose map.
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the length of the site from north to south, Featore 1
produced the best evidenve of timberwork (recon-
struction, fig. ). A plank-lined channel 0.4m wide
and at least 0.43m deep had been laid mn a con-
struction ditch originally at least 1.4m deep. Above
this channel the sides of the ditch were revetted with
planks held Im position by driven stakes. As wilh
Features 2 and 4 the planking did mot survive but
was represenied by oa thin dark siain. The botlom
ol the channel sloped southwards at & gradient of
1 in 104 this had clearly bezen carefully graded
wiih smiall slats of wood placed across the bottom
of the constroehon ditch at varving intervals with
backfill of brickearth and gravel forming a base Tor
the nlank of the chanmel

Mo relatonship betwezn Tl oand F2Xoosurvived,
though :hey both cut T3, and pottery evidence does
noi indicate differences in date. F3 produced poltery
of Trajanie, and F1 and F2 o 1rajanic/Hadranic
date,

Feature 2 was of simpler construction, consisling
ol a plank wlong the botom of a construction ditch
with planked and staked rovetting along itz sides
{fig. 13, the planking here serving to protect the sides
rather than contain the water, Shallowsr (han
Feature 1, the channel was 01.56-0.74m wide. Feature
3 survived only a5 a shallow ditch wp to 0.25m deep.
Therz was clear evidence of revetting stakes, but nol
of planking: apparently the ditch silted up after the
timberwork had been removed. Two almost parallel
drainz, Features 4 and 5, ran north-west/south-cast
acrows Trench O Feature 4, the northern of the pair,
0.33m wide and 0.22m deep, showed cvidence of
plank lining on the bottom of sides, bul withoat
stakes. Feature 5 was irregularly cut, 0.05-0.32m
wide, and was nol lined, though it shared identical
lavers of siltmg with Feature 4 and must have been
CUNLETIFAATY,

Of Feature 6, little is known; apparently a north-
south ditch, about 0.96m desp. filled with layers of
sand and gravel with no evidence of wooden struc-
rerz,

It is clear from their revetting structure that
Features 1-3 were open chanmels, draining fo the
Thames, thoogh their source is not Kknown. There

T W. F. Grimes. The ercovation of Roman and Medisval
London, (1968, 153
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i5 a scguenes of replacemens:, though the celationship
between T and T2 could nol be ascerrainzd. F4 and
1’5 stas e within the site, and ars far less substantial,
s perbaps are oF only local sipnificance; wa may
hzzard the sugpestion that 6 is of the same catepnry
as Fl-3,

Featore 3, of Trajanic/Hadrianic date, clearly
cul the fill of Tt 2, which contamed amonest ifs
otherwizse FRoman pottery lour sherds of Pinpedor!
ware, daiable to S30-1200 A.D., wich are probab.r
conmamination;, o radwearbon dating from e pic
i3 dauiled. One or Lo shaerds lrem TS ooy be Saxon,
among ancther otherwise U=ajanic asscmbloze,

On the west side of Treoch A a group of post
koles appear to reprosent a timber building, the
Acles susviving up o Lo deep grovped in th-2es on
the east and sonth sdes The weslein e, noi Being,
in threes, might be an wrernal division rather caon
pre other side, ™o dating evidence was chraned ex-
cept for one cherd of posshle Trajanic dele. It is,
hewever, sipnideznt that the strustere is surrounded
by pits which are cither of proven Saxen datz, of con-
tain suck Jittle Roman material thut a Saxon date
may e sugzeested, it 1] contained sevesal Pth cen-
cury sherds, and Po 13 prodoced probable mid-
Sawor shzads: P % oo Teench Bocorlainsd  lwo
Floman sherds in an exeavated depth of 0.8m. More
divessl evidenos [or the date of the building may
kaws luin in the top hall-metre which was stripped
Aff, I fii the Time availahle the carelal cxeavution
necessary for soch ephemers] foalures was not
poesihle,

This excavalon o Canaon Sireel losirales well
he problem: of priovitizs on city pescue sites, Dvid-

cncs, howewer slighe, of Saxon ococupatinn must -

rate high in oo priceities, se linited loe escoava-
dons must be directad towards whal can be oflocl-
Dvely rascned rather than wha ! may bhe most crucial
wilh aindsighe.

1f this boilding % Saxon in gate, It 15 one of &
number prouped in the western cart of the City.
Nearby there are the oo pits al Ficancial Tines?
and 8t Mildreds site®s lurther rosth a possible huat
pit was secn at Bocklerslwig®, Curenl work on
Mowiile Sireet has revealed o large building of
trlwer-slol consiroction®, as well as hundoeds of
stakehales of which al leasl same are of Saxon date,
Il remaing to be seen whather this westarn oiag @9
a owilid disiribution or whether it is due 1w the Iocky
saloetion of sites and the accident of survival,

A Marsdes, 1. Dysen and M. Rhodes. “Lxcavaiinms
ot fhe Hite of 51 Mdeeds Church, Rroad Steest,
Lowdon, 19731974, Fronr. Lendomn and Mdiddicwer
Avchogan, Soe 26 (19731 IR1.
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Local Societies — amendments

The filth Tlist of amcmlmenta to the list of local socictics
mblished 7 Velo 2, Noo 9 95 as Tollows:

Loandon amd Middlezex Archacological Soclety: Sce. 1
Clark, Mowerm of Londen, Londoen Wall, EC2.

Svrrey  Archavological Sovielv: Acling S=c G EP
Moss, 10 Hurstleigh Droove, Hedhill BEH1 ZAA,



