A Roman Crossroads in the Cit

IMMEDIATELY following the “event” of Bay-
nards Castle over Easter in 1972, work on thres
other sites was started—four simullaneous excava-
tions was (then) an all-time record for archasology
in the City., Of the four sites, three were excavated
on a full time basis using the limited funds avail-
able while the remaining one at Milk Street was of-
fered by Max Hebditch, Director of the Guildhall
Museum, to the City of London Archacological So-
ciety {COLAS).

It was decided to investigate the site {fig. 2) on
the corner of Milk Street and Mumford Court be-
cause Peter Marsden had observed that Roman
levels still existed beneath the cellar floors on an
adjacent building site. The excavation was started
al the beginning of June 1972 and although anly
expected 1o last two months, it finally finished in
mid-September {which, incidentally, was mainly the
reason why the summer 1972 issue of the London
Archaeologist came oul so late). COLAS responded
magnificently and usually produced over 20 volun-
reers a day.

The Excavation

The whole site (40m by 20m) was cellared with
the exception of the alley, Castle Courl, passing
through it. Some two to three metres of deposits lay
upon a one metre thick band of natural brick earth
which in turn lay upon the terrace gravels. I was
obviously impossible to clear the whole site man-
ually in the limited time available,

After trial trenching had localed Roman gravel
surfaces, the strategy adopted was to invesligate and,
where it seemed worthwhile, to fully excavale all the
posi-Roman features and to expose as much of the
gravel surfaces as was possible.

In addition, there were & number of physical
problems which atfected the excavation: in the south-
castern corner lay a double basement within which
the dumping of spoi!l was prohibited, while the
north-eastern corner was oul of bounds because
of the existing Castle Court right of way (then lea-
ding to nowhere) which was not demolished unuil
the beginning of September. It was only then that
it was both physically and financially possible to
bring in a (racked digger,

Spoil was obviously going to be a problem and
the heap was allocated to the southern-western cor-
ner where the adjoining building was supported by
massive temporary wooden buttresses, Other im-
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pediments on the site were the very substantial Vie-
torian building foundations,

The prcmbbmu of the material is now nearing
completion and it is hopad that the final report will
appear in the TDramsections of the Londen and
Middlesex Archaeclogical Society in December 1976
or 1977, This interim report has been written be-
cause of the prolonged time-lag and because par-
ticularly ‘the evidence for Roman roads on the site
could be helpful both to the Department of Urban
Archazology (an adjoining site is shortly to be re-
developed) and to research archacologists inlerested
in the topography of Losdininm. It is perhaps worth
mentioning thai thers were also a number of inter-
esting medieval features on the site including a chalk
cellar; in addition, the <ite has produced som2 umgue
Saxon pollery

I the following paragraphs the numbers in bold
mthm hm'..kctl. after a feature refer to the Gazcleer
U i1 Ra'ph Memificld’s The Roman City of
Feazlon (V275 thz nwmbers a'so appear as find
f]:lub on the map accompanying the book.

Trench [

While the trial trenches were being extended, in
time honoured fashion a trench was also Cut across
the centre of the area alloted 10 the spoil heap (fig.
1), Meedless o say, in time honoured fashion, it
proved to be the most interesting trench on Lhe sile.

Here, two Tudor or 17th century brick relieving
arches were found, partly Iying on a cambered
Roman gravel surface and, in the south end of the
trench, partly spanning a Roman ditch or pit con-
taining black silt. Only 150mm thickness of grav-
elling was removed, but it was enough to show that
there were at least three surfaces, all cambering
down to the ditch or pit; the latest surface contained
a considerable proportion of crushed building deb-
ris. fmterpretation: the edge of a Roman road (here-
after called Road C) running very roughly WNW/
ESE with an accompanying ditch. The latter seemad
very substantial and it might join up with the hollow
filled with black silt, “evidently the bed of a stream
or pend” in Russia Kow (530

Trepch T

This trench was little disturbed by post-Koman
occupation except at its eastern end. A RKoman
gravel surface over a metre thick extended over most
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Fig. 1. Siie plan showing Roman features.

of its length, with two (?Saxon) pits cut inlo 1l The
surface seemed ‘o have a slight camber. Inrerprera-
tion: Roman road metalling running very roughly
in a WNE/ESE direction.
Trench I

Very heavy modern disturbance had left a small
amount of badly mutilated gravel in the south of
the trench. forerprefotion: more Roman road met-
alling
Treach 1V

At its eastern end there was 2 larpe quantity of
gravel, in some places cambered and in other places
much mutilated, with a ditch {or long pit) on its eas-
tern side running NNE/SS5W. the ditch contained a
large quantity of Roman potlery, provisionally allo-
cated to the first half of the 2nd century. In the
centre of the trench was a smaller patch of gravel
which had a slope or ditch on its western side. Two
metres beneath its surface was a 1.3m deep steeply
sided ditch {exposed in the botlom of the medisval
cellar) cutting through the natural brickearth into
the gravel, its alignment was again NNL/SSW and
its dare seems 1o be mid-1st century. frrerpretation:
the early ditch was probably for draining the Crip-
plegate plateau, although the possibility of a milt-
ary origin showeld not be dismissed. At a later date
in the lst century an sight metrz wide road (here-
alter called Road A) was built {(over the ditch) run-
ning NMNE/SSW with two side ditches.

Al the western end of Trench IV an area of
Foman rubble mncluding a thick layer of apus sig-
ainsern was discovered, apparently lying on a ditch

or pil aligned NW/SE. Inierprefarion: the edge of
a possible Roman road bui see Road B below.

Trench V

A thick deposit of gravel ran, with various in-
trusions, the whole length of this trench; a small
shallow ﬁulley in the gravel surface curved away
in a southerly direetion. /nterpretation: Roman road
metalling which appears 1o be the meeling point
of the roads already mentioned; the gulley could per-
haps be a wheel rut caused by traffic coming south-
wards down Road A and turning down Road B (see
Trench V1) to the southeasi.

Trench V1

This was cut by the trench digger and had gravel
in both its main sections, with the pully found in
Trench V alse showing; the northern edge of the
gravel appeared to be staggered in a line NW/SE.
The northarn part of the gravel lay on brickearth,
while the southern end ran across a large ditch or
depression which contained early Roman material.
Iuterpretatione: the northern edge of a Roman road
{hercafter called Road B) running NW/SE but wilh
no race of an WNW/ESE road (ie. the continua-
tion of Road C and at right angles lo Road A), The
depression could perhaps be a continuation of
the “ditch™ found in Trench I and might also be
connected with the shallow siream Aowing ESE be-
tween King Strect and Ironmonger Lane (501

Trench VIE

This too was cut by the trench digger. The sec-
tions showed basically a black silt lving on top of
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the natural brickearth. At its northern end a robbed-
oul foundation trench was found containing muoch
fragmentary building material including painted wall
plaster and opes signimen. The alignment of the
trench wus WW (/SE. Interpreration: part of a sub-
stantial Roman building built parallel 1o Road B,

Site Watching

As far ac it was feasible the site was watched
during building operations but nothicg significant
was noticed except when the buildings too the south
side of the site were being underpined. Here, the
contractors’ (renches indicated that the ditch or pit
found in Trench T was at least six metres in length
and running roughly WNW /ESE. Elswhere an ap-
parent turn of this ditch and odd patches of gravel
were seen along the southern boundary of the site
ifig. 1) while the contractors reported that they had
seen the early ditch in Trench IV continuing across
the site in a S5W direction.
Site Summary

There is undoubted evidence of 2 Roman road
(A) aligned NNE/SSW cavering an early Roman
ditch on the same alignment. The Foman wall in
Trench VII and the gravel in Trench V and Vi
make a very strong casc for a road (B) running N'W/
SE. at least to the cast of Road A. The cambered
gravel in Trench T would suggest a road (C) running
at right angles to Road A; less likely, it could be
the other side of Koad B, but that would mean a
width of some 11 or 12m which seems unlikely as
it would make it the same width as the Cheapside

o2

Fig. 2, Conjectural street plan in northwest corner of Roman London (after Merrificld).

road, 4 main arterial route. The possible road edge
found in the western end of Trench IV seems an
unlikelv contender for gn extension of Road C on
the grounds of alignment.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Road A

The projection of the castern ditch would not
only bring the road past and parallel W the Cheap-
side bath-house (55), but also would incorporale the
very ‘thick gravel metalling (52) just to the east of
that huilding (fig. 2). (In addition it might suggest
that the alleyway leading northwards from Russia
Row might owe its origin to the Roman road.)
Further south the projection of Road A would cul
the Cheapside road at right angles,

If Road A is projected northwards, it would run
parallel to the east wall of the Cripplegate fort

Road B

Unfortunately the evidence on the site for the road
does not give a precise indication of its alignment.
However, it would seem reasonable to assume that
it was parallel to the wall found in the north-east
comner of the site. The existence of a road running
NW/SE would explain the curious alignment of a
number of Roman buildings {45, 46, 48 and 351).
whose walls are definalely noc set sguare to the
Cheapside road. Road B could owe itz alignment to
the need for a direct route across the streer grid
eaing fram the main gate of the fort to the Walbrook



crossing, or more likely, to the course of a feeder to
the Walbrook.

An alignment NW/SE would carry the projection
of the road along the line of Bucklersbury (which
in name ai least dates back to the 13th century)
and which could possibly be Roman in origin. The
junction here with the Cheapside road seems to be
at a reasonable distance from the Walbrook for
traffic to intermingle before crossing the bridge. Ad-
ditionally, there iz the interesting fact that the length
of Road A between Milk Street and the Cheapside
road is half the distance between the junction af the
two roads and the junction of Road B and the
Cheapside road, hinting at a planned grid.

It the same alignment for Road B is carried to
the north-east, it would connect up at a convenient
distance with the road issuing forth from the main
gate of the fort but unfortunately the walls and tess-
alaled pavements (40, 41 and 42) al the junction of
Wood Sireet and Gresham Street rule out this
theory (uniess they were destroved by the road or
built leng after it), It would therefore seem that once
Road B met with Road A, its alignment was chan-
zed 1o become parallel o the Cheapside road, that
15, it became Road C.

Road

The apparent alignment of this road is WNW/ESE
{ie. al right angles to Road A) and there seems en-
ough nsgative evidence to prove that it did not con-

tinue to the east of Road A,

Road C's projection to the west might incorporate
the reported sighting of a Roman road running in
a “north-westerly™ direction across a site in Wood
Street (39), projected further it would mest the road
(16 and 17) which appears to lead to Aldersgate.

General

The three roads when projected, give 4 more co-
herent topographical picture of the plan of the
north-west corper of Roman London, Howewver, an
additional fact which scems to have emerged, is thal
the grid of roads, in this area ai Ieast, was not laid io
a mathematically regular pattern: the distances be-
tween Road A, the road from the main gate of the
fort and the two NNE/SSW roads at Paternoster
Row (0 & 10 and 16 & 17} are all different lengths
This seems to have been a common practice in
Roman towns and is particularly evidert at Silches-
ter
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Excavations

London, Departmen: of Urban
Archneology., A series of long term excavations. En-
quiriez  to  Brian Hoblev, Chief Urban Archacologist,
Musemm of London. 55 Basinphall Street, FO.2 (01-606
W30, ext. 221TL

City, by Muscum of

Fulham Pottery, by Fulham and Hammersmith Historical
Society. Excavation of 1Tth sali-glaze stoneware f;tctory.
Enquiries to V. R. Christophers, 86 St James. Brighton.
Sussex,

Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue Group, A
site in the grounds of Fulham Palace. Enguiries to Keith
Whitehouse, 56 Tamworth Street, SWao (01-38F 60D38).

Kingstom-upon-Thames  Archaeclogical
town cenire. Further enguiries
Fairheld Road.

Kingston, by | :
Society. Rescue sites in
i Maron  Smith, Kirgston Museam.
Kingston (D.546 5386).

Line of M1, Full-time work is teking place along the
route of the proposed MI1 in the Redbridge-Chipwell-
Theydon Bois area. Enguiries to the M1] Field Officer,
T. Bews, 3 The Green, Palmersion Road, Buckhurst
Hill, Essex (01-304 §T08).

Puiney, by Wandsworth Historical Society. Site off
Gwendolen Avenue, hehind the police station, directed
bw Pat snd Joan Loobey. Work on a north/south
Roman road. Enguiries to 157 Longeliffe Houwse, Armn-
dale Walk, S5.W.18 (D1-874 93569).

Southwark, by Southwark Archacological Excavation
Committee, Several sites from the Roman period
enwards, Enquiries to  Harvey Sheldon, SAEC.,
Montague Chambers. Montagoe Close, SE.  (0l-207
1 9ES)

Staines, bv London and Middlesex Archaeological
Society. A Roman sfte at the Friends” Bural Ground.
Themes Sueet. Enguiries to Kevin Crouch (01-360
IBR0 day or 09-328 62874 eve)

GENERAL EXCAVATIONS

The Council for  British  dArchaeology  produces o
manthly Calendar of Evcavationr from Maorch o Sep-
tember with an exira issiue in November and a final issuwe
in Janiory suwmmarising the main resulis of fieldwork, The
Calendar  pives derails of extra-mupral courses, summer
sohools, (raining excavaions and sitey where voluntesrs
are needed. The annnal subscription is £1.25, posi-free,
which showld ke made payable to C.BA., 7 Marylebone
Road, NW.I
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